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2.2

English

Introduction

English has been a second language taught in all schools in Nepal and the medium of teaching and
learning at higher level. Furthermore, the National Education Commission reports and interaction
programmes held at different places times and with various groups e.g. stakeholders, teachers etc.
have laid great emphases on introducing English as a compulsory subject in all schools of Nepal from
the very beginning of school education. This curriculum has been designed for primary level (Grades
1-5) education in Nepal, with a view to catering to the immediate needs of children learning English
and building a basic foundation for their further studies in and through English. Moreover, it aims at
developing a comprehensive communicative competence on the part of learners.

The major focus of this curriculum is on language skills viz, listening, speaking, reading and
writing. By the end of Grade 5 children will be able to use English effectively in a limited set of
situations.

General Objectives, Grades 1 - 5 (Level wise)

The objectives of teaching English in the primary schools of Nepal are:

= to give pupils ample exposure to the English language so that they can understand and
respond in simple English with acceptable pronunciation and intonation,

= to provide them with the opportunities to practise their English in and outside the classroom,
so that they can communicate in simple English,

. to help them develop enthusiasm for reading so that they will be responsive and
knowledgeable readers,

= to help them develop their potentialities in writing so that they can be creative writers, and

= to develop a positive attitude towards learning English and build up confidence in using
English.

Specific Objectives, Grades 4- 5

Grade | Language area Learning achievement

Four | Listening

Understand and enjoy a variety of short texts (story, dialogue, etc.)

Respond to aural stimuli by writing, ticking, matching, ordering,

following instructions or writing simple sentences

Listen for specific information in a context

Follow directions on a map

Speaking 5. Use simple language for a variety of functions (warning, expressing
surprise and delight, express liking, knowing, and wanting and
simple obligation)

6. Give information and ask and answer questions (about habits and
simple "always-true" facts)

7.  Tell the time and describe frequency, and use ordinal numbers

N —

B

8. Use correct language for countable and uncountable nouns
9. Talk with increasing confidence using real situations and acting or
role play
Reading 10. Distinguish different types of text and extract information with little
help

11. Develop competence to read silently different materials (stories,
letters, simple facts, speech, instructions, charts and time tables)

12. Enjoy reading poems aloud

13. Use glossary
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Grade | Language area Learning achievement
Writing 14. Write simple personal letters (thank you, invitation, etc.)
15. Describe people, places, things and events very simply and briefly
with the help of given clues
16. Use regular punctuation and lay out
Grade | Language area Learning achievement
Five | Listening 1. Enjoy listening to short texts (stories, conversation)
2. Respond in different ways to questions, true/false, and instructions
3. Listen for specific information
Speaking 4. Participate in conversation through pair work and group work
activities (role play, simple drama and games)
5. Use suitable language to warn, express wants, remind, describe
possession and location and talk about the future
6. Use tense correctly both for giving information, and
asking/answering questions
7.  Describe things, people etc.
8. Narrate events in simple language
9. Use and respond to tag questions
Reading 10. Read different kinds of texts (stories and facts) both for enjoyment
and to extract specific information
11.  Interpret charts, tables, diagrams
12.  Develop reading skills (skimming and more detailed reading)
13.  Use glossary
Writing 14.  Write simple letters, dialogue and narrative with correct lay-out and
punctuation
15. Narrate a sequence of events
16.  Describe people, places and things
3. Scope and sequence
LISTENING
Grade 4 Grade 5
To order, match or correct pictures from verbal text. | To order, match, correct pictures from verbal text. 1,2,3
1,2,3
To draw pictures of scenes with greater range. 2,3 To draw pictures including variety of locations. 2,3

redundant information. 3

1,2

well-known story. 1,2,3

To identify ordinal numbers. 3

To follow directions on a map (simple). 1,2,3

To understand and enjoy stories, and retell simply.

To correct wrong words in a repeated verbal text, or

To follow directions on a map. 2,3

To respond correctly to a range of questions To extract times, prices, days, months, menu items from
statements and commands. 2,3

variety of verbal texts. 1,2,3

To extract specific information from text with more | T¢ understand and enjoy stories. 1,2

To correct mistakes in spoken text 2,3
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SPEAKING

Grade 4

Grade 5

To warn, express surprise, use ordinal numbers,
give directions, express likes and dislikes,
knowledge and obligations. 5,9

To talk about habits using times and frequency.
6,7,9

To narrate events in the past and ask questions. 5,9
To correct mistakes. 5
To link ideas to make longer sentences. 5,9

To ask and answer about countable and uncountable
nouns. 8

To ask and answer using range of Wh questions.
5,6,7,8,9

To express wants, and reasons. 4,5,6
To ask and answer about the future. 4,6,7

To describe possession, location, months, seasons, times,
menus quantities, properties of objects or people. 4,5,6,7

To narrate a series of events. 4,6,8
To remind. 4,5

To confirm using negative tags and answer correctly. 4,8

READING

Grade 4

Grade 5

To read simple non-fiction and extract information.
10,11

To do wide range of word recognition activities and
puzzles. 10,11,13

To read time-tables. 10,11
To read all language used orally. 10,11,12

To read range of stories silently and to related
activities. 10,12

To read chants, thymes, poems. 10,11

To read and follow instructions. 10,11

To interpret simple diagrams, maps, graphs and charts.
10,11,12

To read simple non-fiction texts and extract information.
10,12,13

To do word puzzles and activities. 10,11,13

To read all language used orally. 10,12

To read longer stories and do activities. 10,12,13
To read and follow harder instructions. 10,11,13

To skim texts to answer specific questions or find words.
14,16

WRITING

Grade 4

Grade 5

To do harder word puzzles and activities. 14,15

To complete match, order, choose, and compose
sentences. 14,15

To write instructions. 14,15,16
To write chart from text. 15,16
To write answers. 14,15,16

To write simple letters. 14

To describe people, places and events. 15

To do large range of word puzzles. 14,16

To write short personal letters and envelopes. 14,15,16

To order, match, complete or manipulate material to write
good sentences. 14,15,16

To write sentences independently. 14,15,16

To give written responses to texts they have read. 14
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A. Listening and Speaking

ELABORATION MATRIX FOR GRADE FOUR

there? No, he doesn't.
Fishes live in water.
Does an elephant eat
meat?

games for question
form. Drills and
action games for
yes/no questions.
Miming games.
Changing to
negative/question
form drills.
Conversation about
habits, and
remembering and
describing other's
habits. Action songs
and rhymes.

S.N. | Language function Language/Structure Activities and Evaluation
context
1. Warning Be careful! Look out! Acting dangerous
Stop! situations. Real life
classroom situation,
use of pictures and Speaking and
description. listening can be
2. Expressing surprise Here it is! I've found it! Acting situations. assessed by talking to
and pleasure. What a big elephant! Isn't | Hiding and seeking each student using a
it beautiful! Thank you games. Pictures and range of questions
very much! Look at that! | dialogues. and instructions.
Wow! Chant/poem. Pair There will be more
work opportunity for more
3. Talking about habits | I walk to school. I don't Flashcard drills of creative, personal
and facts. cycle. Does Ram live verbs. Guessing response. Students

can also supply
speech bubbles for
pictures and ask the
teacher questions.
Listening activities
with redundant parts
of the text on cassette
will assess ability to
pick out needed
information in a
variety of accents.
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Giving times of
habits.

When do you come to
school? At the o'clock.
(minutes to and past)

Question and
answers. Matching
question and answer.
Questioning games.

dislikes.

don't tike thunder. Do you
like.... Yes, I do/No, I
don't. Does the elephant
like.... ?

5. Describing I sometimes/never/always | Question and answer
frequency. clean my teeth. How often | drills. Talking about
do you come to school? yourself. Running to
Every day. Every night. correct place.
6. Using ordinal He's, first. I'm last. That Races and
numbers. one is the second/third..... | competition.
Put them in order. Which Ordering games.
one is red? The second Describing sets of
one. pictures. Listening
and marking pictures
in order. Drawing in
the first/third/last
'box' from oral
instructions.
7. Narrating the past. The wolf came out of the Listening to stories
forest. The prince rode a and answering
white horse. I got in the questions, true/false
bus. or re-telling. Making
stories from pictures
drawn on board.
Regular conversation
about activities. Flash
card and Yes/No
action games.
8. Giving directions. The second on the right. Listening and
It's the third house on the following on map.
left. Giving instructions
for others to follow.
9. Checking and That's right. What's Listening and
correcting. wrong? That's wrong. It spotting mistakes.
should be . No! It'sall | Giving correct
correct. version. Pair work.
10. Expressing likes and | I like playing volleyball. I | Drills with cues.

Changing like to
don't like. Real
conversations.
Listening and making
pictures. Poem/chant.
Answering about
story/Telling story.
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11. Expressing Do you know the Quizzes.
knowledge. shopkeeper? Do you know | Routine Classroom
what 'post’' means? Yes I language
do/No I don't. I don't know | Peer work
how to say ...... I don't
know that word. Well
done, you know all these
words.

12. Asking and What's this? It's sugar. Flashcard drills and
answering about What colour is tea? It's guessing games.
countable and brown. How much riec is | Quantity guessing
uncountables. there? A lot. games.

A little. How many books | Shopping role play
are there? Sis. A lot. A (simple). Weighing
few. How much do you and measuring real
want? One kg, one litre, things.

one metre.

13. Linking ideas. I walk but Ram cycles. My | Drills and practice
friend and I play saying one sentence
badminton. I get up and from two. Circular,
tidy my room. I came adding on games.
early but I couldn't open Giving opposite with
the door. 'but' games and drills.

14. Expressing Youmust  We must Making class rules.
obligation. We mustn't

15. Asking for and What's ....... ? Regular short
giving a range of Where do/ does/did/is.....? | conversations. Drills.
information. How many are there? Questions about

What time

did/do does/is .....?
How old.....? How
often.....?

Who is walking/outside?
What does/did/do .....?
Suitable replies.

pictures and stories.
Pair/group work.
Quizzes.

"Finding out" (jig-
saw) games.
Chants.
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B. Reading and writing

S.N. Content Activities and Context Evaluation
1. Reading simple, illustrated | Animals, other countries, aspects of Nepal,
factual text, silently. surprising facts, interesting people and feats.
Making chart from text, true/false, short
answers. Drawing, making poster, doing
puzzles. Quiz. Skimming for specific words.
2. Reading stories (including | Folk tales, adventure stories, funny stories.
direct speech) Silently. Skimming for specific things, and answers to
limited questions. Group/pair work to find
words, answer questions and other activities to b
check understanding. Ordering sentences to Short struf:tured .
retell story. Writing true sentences only. ;:longersatlons usmgk
Completing sentences. as cards, tlextt)boo
3. Reading simple rhymes Fun ideas and rhymes. Learn by heart Say, pictures real objects
and poems. draw, act. stick pictures simple
4. Reading and writing How to make/draw.... maps will give .
. ; . . students opportunity
instructions. Doing as instructed.
o . . to show they can do
Writing simple instructions. (one or two
actions only). Drawing pictures. Ordering the lgnguage
instructions functions. Extra
5. Reading time-tables. Travel, school. hst?mng tasks n
— - - - which students listen
6. Building vocabulary. Puzzles, matching words and meaning, putting . .
. . . for certain details can
words into spaces. Keeping own word list, be given
action games, bingo, word chains. gtven.
7. Simple writing, including | Simple short letters, past events, conversation.
commas, inverted
commas.
8. Describe people, places, My friend is a very good artist. She can draw
family. beautiful pictures. There is a tree near the
house.
9. Narrate sequence of events | Every day I get up at 6 o'clock.

He went to the market.

4.2 ELABORATION MATRIX FOR GRADE FIVE

A. Listening and Speaking

S.N.

Language function

Language/Structure

Activities and context

Evaluation

1.

Expressing wants.

I want a book, please. Do
you want some rice. Yes
please. No thank you.
What do you want? I
want to see the
headmaster. He wanted
to play football. What do
you want to do next?
Play a game, please.

Acting/Roleplay, shop,
library. Daily classroom
language and real use.
Drills with flashcards.
Simple survey.

Short structured
conversations using
flashcards, text-book
pictures, real objects,
stick pictures and
simple maps will give
students opportunity
to show they can use
the language
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times, days, menus.

of coffee please, It leaves
at ten o'clock.

Role-play. Listening to
discussion of public
notices picking out
relevant figures.

2. Asking and Why did he run away? Questions and answers functions. Extra
answering about Because he was afraid. about stories which have | listening tasks can be
reasons. Why is everyone happy? | been told or read. given in which

Because we won. I'm Acting and guessing students listen for
smiling because Miss reasons game. certain details.
gave me a star.

3. Talking about the I'm going to play Discussing pictures.
future badminton. What are you | Flashcard drills and
a. plans, intentions going to do? Are you games. Yes/no games and
b. action going to go home soon? | drills. Guessing what the

I'll clean the board! Will | teacher will do. Talking

you come tomorrow? about plans for Saturday.

Yes. I will/No, I won't. Chant or poem. Pair

He won't forget. work, finding plans for
days of the week.

4. Describing with Whose is this book? It's Real possessions
possessive pronouns | mine/yours/his/hers/ reclaimed.

ours/theirs. Pair work with pictures.

5. Describing location | It's between the library Maps and diagrams or
and giving and the tea-shop. It's models of towns and
directions. opposite the school. My | giving directions to find

house is next to Ram's. places. Listening to

It's in the directions and finding

middle/front/back of the | destination. Hiding and

room. seeking games. In the
classroom or imaginary
hiding in pictures.
Listening to descriptions
to match houses and
names. Listening and
drawing pictures.

6. Describing A tiger has black stripes. | Talking about
properties or He has long hair. Does flashcards/pictures.
possessions. an elephant have a trunk? | Listening to descriptions

How many legs does an | to guess what is being

insect have? It has six described. Describing and

legs. identifying people or
other sets.

7. Talking about It's December. It's winter. | Ordering and running
months and seasons. | It's cold. Last month was | games. Listening and

July. Its raining. It's the ticking pictures or month
monsoon. What's the names.
date? The sixth of June. Regular date discussion.
June the sixth.

8. Discussing prices, It costs ten rupees. A cup | Filling speech bubbles.
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9. Reminding. Don't forget to bring the | Classroom language.
book.
Remember to do you
homework.
10. Narrating series of I woke up. Then I got up | Listening to and retelling
events and stories. and dressed. Next he stories.
opened the door.
11. Describing the time | When did/do you...... ? Questions and answers.
of events. On Sunday. Yesterday. Pair work. Listening and
At 10 o'clock. In picking out relevant
November. Last night. In | times. Discussing plans.
the holidays. At break
time.
12. Describing A jar of/piece of/packet Shopping role-play and
quantities. of/bottle of/ kilo of/ litre | acting. Listening and
of picking out quantities.
Making display and
describing it.
13. Checking and Simple, negative tags, Drills, adding tags to
confirming. he/she only, all tenses: sentences. Pair work,
He's sleeping, isn't he? questions and answers.
She's a teacher, isn't she? | Spotting and correcting
He came yesterday, wrong tags.
didn't he?
She lives here, doesn't
she?
He's got a sister, hasn't
he?
He'll come, won't he?
She was tired, wasn't
she?
Expected short answers:
Yes,he .
Extend to you..... aren't
you? Yes, I am.
14. Describing people Suma is beautiful. She is

ten years old. She is
wearing/carring...........
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B. Reading and writing

S.N. Content Activities and Context Evaluation
1. Reading longer stories, Enjoyable and well-known worldwide stories.
with sentences containing | Contemporary children's stories. Activities
and/but/because, and with | include finding words and meaning, true/false,
a greater use of pronouns. | ordering, acting, drawing, finding facts about
characters, suggesting what happens next.
2. Reading simple factual Geographic, biographical, scientific, current
texts and writing affairs, sporting, craft or music. Children .
extract basic information, make questions and With only a small
answers, draw or model. nu{(nnber of 4
3. Reading quickly to find Races to find answers. Timed reading un d OWn WOrcs,
specific words or answer activities. Practice with many short texts aglli1ctur§s a.;ext
to question. written on board. :v1 o ?)\f,‘eacatlir\lllilt;:sr
4. Interpreting simple These will be part of factual texts, and there tzptest reading
diagrams, maps, graphs will be many questions to guide understanding. ability. Sentences
and charts. (Simple Children do research and draw their own. will sti.ll be short
numbers and concepts) There will be a lot of talking about doing this. and simple
Group and class work and presentations. Plans Shorter tex:[s like
of school and village and made-up roads; bar ‘nstructions. close
charts, line graphs of weather, sales, favorites, and charts c’an alsc’)
use of 24 hours, size of rivers, oceans, be used. Writing
countries, distance walked. will be ;ISSGSSG d by
5. Reading and following Simple 'board' game. Making something. sentence
1nstrqct10ns. — - completion, short
6. Reading and writing very | Read as a part of story. Written ones personal answers, filling
simple letters and to children. speech l;ubbles,
envelopes. _ i i writing simple
7. Reading and writing Included in stories, relevant to own school or letters about an
simple posters. locality. event (2-3
8. Writing two or three Answers to questions. Description of given sentences only),
correct sentences picture. Completion of story. About own life. describing a
independently. picture, making a
9. Writing given sentences in | Interesting and active. poster, completing
correct order to make a Story known or shown in pictures. a short story with
story. pictures (1-2
10. Manipulating given Pictures, choosing words, matching parts of sentences only)
material to write sentences | sentence, following simple model sentence and puzzles.
of a given form. form with other words, adding a few words to | All 4 skills will be
complete sense. This will be closely related to | closely integrated.
speaking and listening, and to all the language
functions and structures learned orally.
11. Describing people, places Sharada is a good singer. Pokhara is a beautiful
and things. town.
Aziz has a red bicycle.
12. Reading and writing The chief guest visited our school yesterday. She

narration, e.g. short, guided
story.

arrived at our school at 10 o'clock in the morning.

Our headmaster welcomed her.
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5. Time allotment (weighting)

All lessons integrate the four skills. Below are the guidelines showing the relative importance of the different skills
from grades 4 - 5.

Skills Grade 4 Grade 5
(45- Minutes period, 5 days a week for roughly | Listening 25;%’ 25;%’
150 days in one academic year) Spealfmg 25% 25%
Reading 25% 25%
Writing 25% 25%

6.1 Teaching techniques:

English classroom should have a happy atmosphere where the children hear and speak English in a

natural way through a variety of activities.

All four skills will develop together but new material will be learnt orally and aurally before being read.

As well as teacher-pupil conversation, there will be many opportunities for pupils to talk to each other in

pairs or groups or in front of the whole class.

Praise for effort and achievement and encouragement will help each child to make progress.

From the beginning creativity and the pupil’s independent use of the language should be encouraged.

Each lesson should have a variety of activities, suitable for the children’s age and interests. These can

include:

o Games

o Use of pictures on the blackboard or from books and flashcards for questions, answers, cues in

drills, new vocabulary and language learning

Simple craft activities.

Chants, rhymes, and action songs

Talking in pairs and small groups with a pupil as “teacher”

Simple acting and role play

Actions to aid word retention

Stories

Simple listening exercises where pupils respond without writing or speaking

Reading from the board, and daily practice reading word flashcards

Silent reading leading to answering specific questions

Use of sound(s), and look and say but no spelling aloud

A large variety of written exercises from the board, which involve some measure of choice and

challenge however simple.

o Use of the textbook as a source of practice in speaking and developing reading skills and in
providing challenging exercises.

OO0 OO OO0 OO0 O0OO0O 0

6.2 Teaching resources

A comprehensive teacher’s guide for the year’s activity with instructions for games and methods in
Nepali, and the teacher’s and pupils’ conversations in English.

A set of picture flashcards with the word included

These should cover nouns, including people, and uncountable and verbs. Each school should have a
complete set, printed on good card.

A pupil’s book for each student.

Teachers will be expected to make their own word flashcards on paper or cheap card.

7. Assessment
For the lower grades continuous assessment of each child’s achievement of the curriculum items in all four
skills is most appropriate.
For Grade 5 (and possibly four) formal test can be given involving (a) simple, familiar conversation (b)
response to aural stimulus (listening activity) and an interesting reading/writing test with new material but
familiar methods, vocabulary and language which tests the pupils ability to read and understand simple
sentences and write neatly and correctly.
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